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Women Have Always Been Artists

● “Why have there been no great women artists?” -Linda Nochlin  
● Due to prejudice against women, art made by women has been erased and  

pushed to the side. Often times it has been claimed by men. Art done by  
women has been said to be more delicate, and not as good as male art.  
Although painting classes are mostly made up by women, very few succeed  
according to Georg Baselitz this is due to the fact that women don’t  
sell themselves as artists. The truth is that in a world where your  
worth is solely based on your looks or your relationship to men it’s  
hard to become a successful intelectual. Not only is it hard but  
frustrating, not being taken seriously because of your gender or race.  
Women often times would release their work under anonymous or a fake  
name to be taken seriously.  
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Unsettling Facts

● 51% of visual artists today are women; on average, they earn 81¢ for  
every dollar made by male artists.

● Art Review’s 2016 Power 100 list of the “most influential people in the  
contemporary art world” was 32% women, 70% white, and 51% Europeans

● From the 16–19th centuries, women were barred from studying the nude  
model, which formed the basis for academic training and representation.

● Though women earn half of the MFAs granted in the U.S., only 30% of  
artists represented by commercial galleries are women.

● Less than 4% of the artists in the Modern Art section of New York’s 

Metropolitan Museum of Art are women, but 76% of the nudes are female.



The Male Gaze

● the way in which the visual arts  
and literature depict the world  
and women from a masculine point  
of view, presenting women as  
objects of male pleasure.

● WOC are often fetishizied,  
exoticised, and seen as  
primative.

● Female gaze



The Art World Today

● When looking at the art world today we have people like Marjane Satrapi, 
who tells the story about her life and her people through her art. We 
see that oftentimes women with multiple identities share their 
perspective through their lenses. Speaking out can raise awareness but 
at the same time it can be dangerous for the artist.



● Shirin Neshat lens as an 
artist in exile, she is 
a voice for her people 
but is unable to return 
home. 



● Zanele Muholi 
shares awareness of 
the black LGBTQ 
community in South 
Africa, which can 
be very dangerous 
due to 
discrimination and 
violence.



● French women, just as much as American women struggle as artists. 
Through this class I’ve seen that many women move to France in order to 
reach some success or to find some inspiration. For example Gertrude 
Stein is able to have her salon and her own collections of modern art in 
her apartment in Paris. We also see this with Josephine Baker and her 
ability to find success in Paris by dancing, resulting in her being able 
to have her own chateau and rainbow tribe. And lastly, this is also seen 
with Satrapi and her goals of wanting to become an artist. Ultimately 
I’ve learned that in order to be a successful artist you must pay a 
price, in Satrapi’s case that’s her family and what she once called 
home.

● Liberté, égalité, fraternité
  


